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drama. He finishes with the words: " And it seems to me that the sea, a man-of-war, and an English boat to destroy, with a chance of drowning, are better than an inkpot, and a pen, and the Rue Saint-Denis."
In May, 1831, Balzac was again away from Paris, this time taking up his abode in Nemours, where he describes himself as living alone in a tent in the depths of the earth, subsisting on coffee, and working day and night at " La Peau de Chagrin,'7 with " L'Auberge Rouge/' which he was writing for the Revue de Paris, as his only distraction.
These absences did not apparently cause any friction ; but when, in November, 1881, Balzac went to Sache to stay with M. de Margomie, and then moved on to the Carrauds, he left " Le Maitre Cornelius," which he was writing for the Revue de Paris, in an unfinished and unconnected condition. Thereupon, Amedee Pichot, who naturally wanted consecutive numbers of the story for his magazine, committed what was in Balzac's eyes an unpardonable breach of trust, by publishing the uncorrected proofs, leaving out or altering what he did not understand. Balzac was furious at his signature being appended to what he considered unfinished work. Amedee Pichot was also very angry, because Balzac had unduly lengthened the first part of the story, and had kept him two months waiting for the finish. Therefore, as diligence was the only mode of transit, and it was necessary that " Le Maitre Cornelius " should end with the year,